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SUBJECT: GLIMPSES INTO STUDENT AND MILITARY REACTION TO SINAI 
AGREEMENT 

1. IN OUR EPPORTS TO MONITOR REACTIONS TO SINAI AGREEMENT WE HAVE 
OBTAINED SOME GLIMPSES INTO THINKING OP SYRIAN MILITARY AND 
STUDENTS. SYRIAN WITH EXCELLENT MILITARY CONNECTIONS TOLD US OF 
TWO EXPERIENCES IN PAST WEEK. IN FIRST INSTANCE, WHILE VISITING 
RELATIVE AT HOMS MILITARY ACADEMY HE MET COMMANDANT AND GROUP OF 
OFFICERS STANDING WITH SOVIET MILITARY PERSONNEL. IN WHAT SOURCE 
DESCRIBED AS CALCULATED ATTEMPT TO EMBARRASS SOVIETS PRESENT 
COMMANDANT ASKED HIM IP HE KNEW WHEN KISSINGER WOULD BE RETURNING 
TO SYRIA. POLLOWING SOURCE'S NEGATIVE RESPONSE, COMMANDANT STATED, 
"LET'S HOPE IT IS SOON." 
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2. SOURCE TALKED WITH ANOTHER GROUP OP SYRIAN OPPICERS 
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SHORTLY AFTER THIS INCIDENT, AT EUNERAL OE SARG DEPMIN SUPPEY. 
OEFICERS TOLD HIM THAT BAATH PARTY LINE WAS "EMPTY TALK" WHICH 
HOPEEULLY HAD NOT PERSUADED ANYONE THAT SYRIA WOULD OPPOSE 

EURTHER NEGOTIATIONS TO REACH PEACEEUE SETTLEMENT. 

3. IN ADDITIONAL COMMENT, SOURCE SAID THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 
SADAT'S MOST RECENT SPEECH HAD CAUSED REAL STIR AIHIN 
SYRIAN ARMED EORCES AS ERUSTRATED OVER RESTRICTIONS SOVIETS 
HAVE IMPOSED ON USE OE MILITARY EQUIPMENT THEY HAVE SUPPLIED, 

AND OPINED THAT SOME OEEICERS PROBABLY VIEWED NEGOTIATIONS AS 

PROCESS WHICH WOULD ULTIMATELY ENABLE SARG TO EXPEL SOVIET 
MILITARY CONTINGENT. SADAT'S COMMENTS ON SOVIET-EGYPTIAN 
MILITARY RELATIONSHIP THUS STRUCK RESPONSIVE CHORD AMONG THESE 
DISSATISEIED OEEICERS. 

4. SEPT. 16 EMBOEE SPOKE WITH AMERICAN WHO HERE STUDYING ARABIC 
EOR BUSINESS EIRM WHICH HOPES TO DO BUSINESS IN SYRIA. AMCIT 
REMARKED THAT HE VISITED DAMASCUS UNIVERSITY CAMPUS ALMOST 

DAILY TO MEET STUDENTS PREPARING EOR AUTUMN SESSION IN EEEORT 
TO IMPROVE HIS ARABIC. HE VOLUNTEERED THAT MANY OF HIS 
FRIENDS ARE POLITICALLY APATHETIC, AND EVEN THOSE WHO BEGIN 
CONVERSATION ON POLITICAL NOTE SOON LAPSE INTO SUBJECTS OF 
"REAL" CONCERN, I.E., GIRLS AND EUTURE CAREER PROSPECTS. HE 
SAID THAT MOST OE THEM ARE SERIOUS IN THEIR DESIRE EOR PEACE, 

MAINLY AS RESULT OE THEIR AVERSION TO UNDERGOING PERIOD OE 
COMPULSORY SERVICE. 

5. COMMENT. EACT THAT STUDENTS DISLIKE MILITARY SERVICE 
NOT STARTLING NEWS, AND NEITHER IS EXISTENCE OF RESENTMENT 
AMONG SYRIAN OFEICER CORPS TO SOVIET PRESENCE. BUT THEY ARE 
USEEUL REMINDERS THAT MANY SYRIANS, WHO UNDOUBTEDEY AGREE WITH 
OEFICIAL SARG EEEORTS TO BRING ABOUT COMPLETE ISRAELI 
WITHDRAWAL FROM OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, HAVE REASONS OE THEIR 
OWN EOR HOPING THAT SETTLEMENT CAN BE ACHIEVED BY PEACEEUL MEANS 
RATHER THAN THROUGH RESORT TO FORCE. 

MURPHY 
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